
Annual 4th of July Parade 
Written by George W, 
Editor 
This year, as in the past several 
years, the club participated in the 
Annual Templeton 4th of July 
Parade.  The gang gathered at 
the donut shop on the north end 
of town starting at 8 AM and 

then moved to the staging area in 
front of the old haunted house. 
We then set about decorating our 
rigs as more members joined the 
growing group of 4 wheelers.  By 
the time we were ready to join 
the parade route there were at 
least 11 rigs in the group.  Each 
of the rigs decorated by their 

owners with various patriotic 
flags and bunting. 
As we each finished our rigs, we 
chatted with those around us and 
started watching the parade that 
was starting in front of us.  We 
were participant number 54 so 
we had to wait a while before 
joining the parade. 
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by Tom B, President 

NOTE:  All photos are provided by the 
author except where noted. 

Rubicon 2016 

Our planned run on the Rubicon was 
supposed to include a couple of other 
rigs but in the end it was just Kenn B 
and family and Tom B. We met at the 
usual Golden Hill and Hwy 46 junction 
at about 8:00 A.M. Saturday and head-
ed east. I blew a tire on my trailer just 
north of Placerville but had a spare so 
we changed the tire and went on our 
way arriving at South Lake Tahoe 
about 4:00 Saturday afternoon. We 
unloaded the rigs and unpacked the 
trucks and unwound.  

Sunday we hit the grocery store for 
food and ice and any supplies we fig-
ured we couldn’t live without. We 
packed the rigs and got ready for Mon-
day. We went for a bike ride and accli-
mated to the mountain air. 

Monday we were on the road by 7:30. 
We hit the Mickey D’s drive through 
and made it to Loon Lake and the trail 
head. The sky was clear with no clouds 
to be seen. The gates were open from 
the dam so water was rushing out into 

the stream. We aired down 
and were on the trail by 
about 9:45. 

As we were airing down a 
jeep came off the trail and 
stopped. He asked if gate 
keeper was closed because of 
a sign he had seen. We ex-
plained the route he needed 
to take and he said this was 
his first time so we had him 
get in line and follow us 
through. Ken and Mark were 
the fellows in the Jeep and 
Ken was from Arizona.  

We were really surprised as 
to the number of rigs we en-

countered. We 
managed to get 
past the first cou-
ple of groups and 
then came to a 
large group that 
seemed to have some new-
bies that needed spotting  
so they let us go around by 
way of a very steep granite 
face to get by. We really 
enjoyed it. It turns out this 
group was from the north 
county. They were going to 
camp at Buck Island and 
come in to the springs the 
next day. 

We were sur-
prised at how 
many people 
were camped at 
Buck Island. It 
seemed every 
available spot 

was taken. We stopped for 
lunch just before Little 
Sluice.    

Little Sluice is very differ-
ent from the pictures we 
had seen from the past. We 
had not run it just because 
of the carnage and difficulty 
we had seen. They went in a 
couple of years ago and blew 
it up and now it seems pret-
ty tame. 

Big Sluice, on the other hand, was not. 
From all the traffic it was pretty tore 
up and had several really gnarly spots 
with some steep drops as you turn to 
get around some big rocks. 

The green iron bridge at the bottom 
was a good site to see. They are going 
to re-do the deck of the bridge later 
this summer and they had already 
flown in the pressure treated lumber 
to do so. It looks like quite a project. 

Trip Report: Rubicon 2016 
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When we got to The Springs there 
were a bunch of tents set up so close to 
each other they must have shared 
stakes. This was along the Rubicon 
River. There was no one around and no 
rigs. Ken and Mark were inspecting 
The Springs so we went on through. 
The slabs were empty and we had our 
choice of camp spots. It was about 3:30 
so the first thing we did was put on 
trunks and swim.  The water was very 
refreshing. We set up camp and then 
got Ken on the CB and let him know 
about the availability of camp spots so 
they came through and camped just up 
from us.  

At around 7:30 or so we heard vehicles 
coming and sat and watched as just 
about every rig and group we passed 
earlier in the day came through look-
ing for a camp spot. Suddenly our 

quite isolated piece of paradise was not 
so isolated. I guess Buck Island was so 
full they all decided to go through and 
camp on the slabs down from where we 
were. 

Tuesday morning we went for a hike to 
see the old cabin we had heard about. 
We hiked back through The Springs 
and turned left. It was a road and we 
came across one of the 16 family own-
ers of The Springs. He and his wife 
were milling lumber for upgrades at 
The Springs. They had an amazing 
mill set up and we helped them roll a 3
-1/2 foot diameter log into place for 
milling. They were very nice and gave 
us directions to the cabin and told us 
about the locations of the mineral 
springs that made the Rubicon Springs 
so famous. We made it to the cabin 
which was built in the ‘40s and has a 

dirt floor. It is called the Rock Mansion 
and is built on 2 sides by rock. We 
headed back but stopped long enough 
to watch the mill cut 3x6’s, 2x4’s and 
1x4’s.  They used as much of the log as 
possible.  In addition, there were a 
couple of spots on the hike back where 
they had milled lumber stacked up and 
ready for use. 

When we got back to camp, our swim-
ming hole looked like a municipal pool. 
There were about 30 people swimming 
and sitting on the rocks around the 
water. There was a rope hanging from 
a tree on the other side and they were 
swinging out and dropping into the 
water. It sure looked like a good time 
was being had by all. 

Wednesday morning we packed up and 
headed up Cadillac Hill. There was 
another large group ahead of us but 
they pulled onto a bypass and we 
passed. We pulled onto observation 
point just as a group of flat fenders 
pulled out towards Tahoe. We took 
pictures and were about to leave when 
a group of 4 jeeps pulled. They were 
headed down Cadillac so we advised 
them to wait for the group coming up. 
We took pictures of them and they took 
a couple of us. We headed out and were 
at South Lake Tahoe for lunch at 
about 2:30.  

It was a great trip and we had a great 
time. It is hard to beat the Rubicon 
Trail for the beauty and the trail 
seems to get more challenging every 
year. 



Trip Report:  Annual June Bar-B-Que 
By George W, Editor 

NOTE:  All photos are provided by the 
author except where noted. 

For the last few years, Tom and Karen 
B open their home and ranch up to the 
club members for what has become the 
annual Bar-B-Que.  An early summer 
pot-luck with ribs being the primary 
item on the menu provided by Tom 
and Karen, accompanied by many 
dishes provided by the club members. 

Tom and Kenn bar-b-que the ribs and 
greet the members as they arrive with 
their dishes and their rigs. 

Everyone settled into their chairs as 
the ribs cooked and the smell wafted 
over the group.  Someone found a copy 
of the Cal 4 Wheel Magazine that Suzy 
edits and we found the Poser page that 
showed Kirk’s rig with the page title 
super imposed on it (upper right photo, 
this page).  Kirk got a big kick out of it. 

The evening started off with a lot of 
socializing, then eating the great food 
and usually ends up with members 
ramping their rigs on the club ramp.  
Everyone hopes that they end up with 
the highest score.  The score is the 
length up the ramp divided by the ve-
hicle’s wheel base times 1000.  Most 
vehicles score less than 1000 before a 
wheel comes off the ground.  The looser 

the suspension the higher the score 
because of the greater suspension flex. 

This year’s winner was Eric Hawley in 
his CJ, the only rig to score over 1000. 

After the ramping, the socializing con-
tinued for a little bit.  Some people 
checked out other rigs, oth-
ers just chatted away until 
it was time to start think-
ing about heading out for 
home as we thanked Tom 

and Karen for their hospitality and 
then headed home. 

(More photos of the Bar-B-Que on page 
7.) 
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The parade was fun to watch with many 
patriotic entries and a couple of controver-
sial entries as well..  The majority of us had 
our red, white and blue on in quantity. 
We proceeded down the parade router occa-
sionally pausing so Ken B. and Tom B. 
could use Bob O.’s front wheels as climbing 
props.  This was repeated at most reviewing 
stands and the crowd loved it. 
When we finally returned to our staging 
area, we broke into small clusters and 
quickly removed the decorations from our 
vehicles.  Once that was done, we said our 
good byes and each went our own way, 
whether it be going home, to another 4th of 
July event or continue on to the Templeton 
Park where further activities would go on 
well into the afternoon. 
A big thanks to Tom B. for organizing our 
parade entry and taking care of all the ar-
rangements and forms.  Overall we had a 
very good time. 

(Continued from page 1) 

George (photo by Rick Evans) 

(photos by George W.) 



Meeting Minutes by Kevin B, Club Sec-
retary 

June 1, 2016 General Meeting 
Minutes: 

Officer Reports: 

Last months Adopt-a-Highway had a 
good turnout.  The most we have 
ever had. 

55 paid members, a new record for 
the club. 

$1011.16 in the treasury 

Old Biz: 

Shirts have been ordered.  Should be 
in by the next club meeting. 

Business cards are also in.  Take a 
few and when you meet someone 
hand one out. 

New Biz: 

Tom needs a headcount for the 4th 
of July parade in Templeton.  If you 
would like to go please speak up.  
We should start another conversa-
tion on this topic. 

Rubicon run date change.  It’s now 
going to be the week of July 11th. 

Coyote Lake run is coming up Aug 5-
6-7th. 

There was some discussion of start-
ing a paypal account for the club so 
we could take online orders for shirts 
and club membership.  A motion was 
carried forth and approved to look 
into the membership only option for 
now.  We will need to figure out the 
merchandise end of things later. 

Runs: 

Mojave Road, Andrew brought his 
dad, had to rent a Rav4, but had a 

good time.  Started in Needles and 
worked his way west. 

Molina Ghost run at Hollister SVRA, 
Suzy had a good time but the group 
had some breakage. 

Miller jeep trail has been postponed 
for now due to lack of interest. 

BBQ at Toms ranch this Saturday, 
eating at 6:30-7pm, the ramp will be 
out and they will conduct a safety 
check for the vehicles there. 

June 12th San Antonio Mission cele-
bration, good family day at the mis-
sion. 

June 11th and 12th is also the Jeep 
Beach west get together out at Pis-
mo. 

July 6, 2016 General Meeting 
Minutes: 

Officer Reports: 

Tom-President- Apparently some 
people in the crowd were offended 
because one of the trucks in the pa-
rade had a confederate flag dis-
played.  The Telegram Tribune 
wanted a comment from the club so 
Tom got the consensus from the club 
and is apologizing. 

Kirk-VP- wasn't at the meeting, but 
we might do a highway cleanup 
sometime soon. 

Jon-Treasury- we have $749.71 in 
the account. 

George-Membership and Newsletter- 
we have 57 paid members and he 
needs more articles for the newslet-
ter.  If you do anything fun that is 
off road related write up a short sto-
ry and please submit it too him. 

Dan-Promotions- We have T-shirts 
for sale now!  It looks like there may 
be another round of ordering coming 
up soon also.  

Please go check out the new website!  
If its not all ready on there you need 
to submit your rig in the members 
rig area and signup for the forum! 

Old Biz: 

Thanks for the BBQ last June Tom!  
It looks like everyone enjoyed them-
selves. 

Rubicon trip is next week July 12-
14th.  Contact Tom or Kenn if you 
want to go. 

The annual Coyote Lake trip is also 
coming up, Aug 5th-7th.  This is a 
good entry level, but more challeng-
ing run if you have never done any 
Sierra rock crawling.  Beautiful lake 
and plenty of hiking and fishing to 
be had once there. 

New Biz: 

Dan H. is looking for a 37" tall by 
16.5 rim tire if anyone has one. 

Trip Reports: 

Randy- Spent some time on the east 
side of the Sierras.  Went to Cerro 
Gordo and checked out the tramway 
over the mountain from Saline Val-
ley.  Sounds like it was fun! 

Jon- Drove all the way out to South 
Dakota.  Saw Mt Rushmore, Devils 
Postpile, and Yellowstone. 

Templeton parade- Other than the 
small controversy over the flag, it 
sounds like everyone had a great 
time! 

Club Meeting Minutes:  
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SLO 4-Wheelers contributes 
to and/or is a member club 
in these organizations. Visit 
and support,-they are work-
ing for US! 

http://www.sharetrails.org/ 

The United Four Wheel Drive Associations also 
acts as your voice to keep 4x4 roads and trails 
open so that we can continue enjoying four 
wheeling in the great outdoors. 
http://www.ufwda.org/ 

A varied group of outdoor recreation-
ists who are extremely active in pro-
moting the positive aspects of vehic-
ular access on public lands and pro-
tecting that right. 

http://www.corva.org/ 

SLO 4-Wheelers is also a member club in the 
California Association of Four Wheel Drive 
Association (CA4WDA)If your not a member, 
check it out, 
http://www.cal4wheel.com or ask Suzy  

Advance Adapters 
Inc. 

4320 Aerotech 
Center Way 

Paso Robles, CA 
93446 

Phone:805-238-7000 
(Toll Free:800-350-2223) 

 
http://www.advanceadapters.com 



November 2nd — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

November 5th-6th — Turf and 
Surf at the Pismo Dunes. 

December 7th — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM.  
Nominations of 2017 Club Officers. 

December 10th — Annual Club 
Christmas Party 

December 17th — San Miguel 
Christmas Parade. 

January 4th — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM.  
Election of 2017 Club Officers. 

February 1 — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

March 1 — General Club Meeting, 
La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

April 5 — General Club Meeting, 
La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

In addition to this list, keep your 
eye on the club email list and web 
site: 

http://www.slo4wheelers.org/ 

for last minute events or spur of the 
moment runs. 

August 3 — General Meeting at La 
Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

August 5-7 — Annual Club Coyote 
Lake Run.  Tom B is the Trail Boss. 

September 3rd-5th — Swamp 
Lake Run. 

September 7th — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

October 5th — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana. 

October 7th-10th — Johnson 
Valley Run. 

May 3rd — General Club Meeting, 
La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

June 7th — General Club Meeting, 
La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

July 4th — Annual 4th of July 
parade, Templeton. 

July 5th — General Club Meeting, 
La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

August 2nd — General Club 
Meeting, La Mexicana, 7:00 PM. 

August TBA — Annual Club 
Coyote Lake Run. 

If you have any questions or events, 
local runs, not so local runs you 
would like to do, coordinate and/or 
participate in, please contact the 
SLO-4-Wheelers Events Director. 

Upcoming Events / Runs 

PO Box 2271 
Atascadero, CA  93423-2271 

SLO 4 WHEELERS 

  

We’re on the web: 

http://www.slo4wheelers.org/ 


